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with the visionary Gladstone and the feeble Hartington will
blow the fire on Europe to put out the conflagration or to promote
the trade of John Bull."1

By the end of April the bill had become law. The German
Government had henceforth complete control over the most
perfect war machine the world had ever known.

in

Bismarck once called Lasker, the leader of the left wing of
the Liberal party, the "disease" of Germany, but he regarded
Social-Democracy as a malignant growth that could only be
dealt with by drastic surgical operation. He thought he saw his
way clearer to perform the necessary operation when the
attempted murder of the Emperor, in June 1878, following so
closely on a similar attempt in May, gave him his opportunity
to take advantage both of the Emperor's natural horror,2 and
of the outraged feeling of public opinion. "Now I have them,"
he exclaimed, even before expressing any sympathy for his
master.

Bismarck's first step was to place Berlin, Charlottenberg
and Potsdam "in a minor state of siege." All forms of free
discussion, even in the Reichstag and Landtag, were sternly
discouraged. The deputies were urged to recollect "in what
circles their speeches were read, and the effect they produced.
Speeches in favour of Social-Democracy were read by the most
uneducated classes, who were embittered by distress and
dazzled by hopes which could never be realized."3 The carrying
of fire-arms and explosives was absolutely prohibited except to
soldiers or sailors or those possessing game licences, and the
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2F.O. 64. 962. No. 479. Hddel, the first assailant, was beheaded in the prison-
yard in Berlin, the first execution in Prussia since 1866. The Emperor had the
strongest possible aversion to the death penalty. As Lord Odo pointed out
later: "His Imperial Majesty has so strong an objection to signing death war-
rants that, notwithstanding his stern sense of duty it would be almost impossible
to obtain his signature for such a purpose; and this circumstance has become so
well known that in passing sentence of death no judge would now feel that he
was doing more than recording it, and that it would be commuted to one of
penal servitude for life, or perhaps to one of even less severity." To Lord
Granville. 16 October 1880.

3F.O. 64. 932. No. 157. M. Nicolson's precis. 8 March 1879.